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$1.50 Oahu, $2 neighbor islands 


Purchase of Keauhou Bay 
property is just the start 
of ambitious expansion 
plan for Outrigger 
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3 coaches join 
Rainbow Warriors 
football staff 
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TROUBLED 


TOWERS 


Foreign investors are suing the developer of two planned Honolulu 
condo projects, alleging mismanagement and financial difficulties 
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Topgolf 
project 

at Ala Wai 
moving 
forward 


By Ferd Lewis 


flewis@staradvertiser.com 


The city and developers 
of a $50 million Topgolf proj- 
ect expect to begin moving 
forward this year on plans 
that would revitalize the ag- 
ing Ala Wai driving range 
and enhance the 150-acre 
footprint it sits in. 

The project, which is a 
public-private partnership 
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awaited a resolution of flood 
plain mitigation issues. 

A plan to address the 
flood plain issues is close to 
a determination, according 
to a person briefed on the 
talks. 

The city, Topgolf and de- 
velopers are scheduled to 
make a presentation to the 
Diamond Head/Kapahulu/ 
St. Louis Heights Neighbor- 
hood Board at its 6:30 p.m. 
meeting Thursday at the Ala 
Wai Clubhouse. 

Topgolf said it currently 
has 58 locations, including 
three in the United Kingdom 
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and one in Australia, offering 
technology-based golf enter- 
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By Andrew Gomes 


agomes@staradvertiser.com 


he developer of two 
planned condominium 
towers near a Walmart 
store in the Ala Moana 
area is facing multiple law- 
suits from investors who al- 
lege their money has been 
misused. 
More than two dozen for- 
eign investors have sued the 
developer of the projects, 


Hawaii Ocean Plaza. 

The litigation presents a 
new challenge for the tower 
projects, one of which sur- 
vived contentious public 
hearings at the Honolulu 
City Council, then ceased 
construction after breaking 
ground a year ago and pro- 
moting condo sales. 

Johnson Fang, who is also 
known as Zhong Fang and 
heads the projects, which 
sought financing largely 


not available to comment on 
the lawsuits or development 
activity of Hawaii City Plaza, 
which is supposed to rise on 
Sheridan Street just Ewa of 
Walmart, and Hawaii Ocean 
Plaza, which is slated for a 
site on Kapiolani Boulevard 
makai of Walmart. 

The first lawsuit was filed 
in state Circuit Court in Oc- 
tober by a single investor 
from China, Pinmei Wang. 

Since then a Honolulu at- 


Wen Sheng Gao, has filed 
two similar lawsuits repre- 
senting 26 other foreign in- 
vestors. 

A fourth complaint was 
filed Feb. 3 in federal court 
by Honolulu attorney An- 
drew Daisuke Stewart repre- 
senting an investor from 
Japan named Shozo Naka- 
jima. 

David Squeri, a local attor- 
ney representing Fang and 
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ple, in addition to restaurant 
space, meeting rooms, event 
spaces and keiki indoor and 
outdoor play areas. 

Topgolf would be respon- 
sible for the $50 million in 
construction costs and will 
design, finance, operate and 
maintain the facility on the 
7.26-acre footprint currently 
occupied by the driving 
range. Under terms of the 
agreement, Topgolf would 
be granted a 20-year lease 
with an option for 20 more 
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